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jPilol Recalls ’ 
Seeing Discs 

Dick* Rarfdn Tells 
Of Odd Aircraft 

Wort reports of •‘flyinr Asp- 
Jack*" turned up Wednesday* 
r ore from do Itn than Dick 
Rankin, brother of the Hie Tex 
Rankin, and himself an expe¬ 
rienced pilot of more than 7000 
hours* flying time. 

Rankin* who is recovering 
^rom an old back injury 
( reived in an automobile arr»- 

I dent. came to Portland over 
the week end to spend the sum- 
tmrr. H* saw the •’aiiver raw-! 
terra' over Bakersfield. C»L 1 

[ June 2.V while lying on thr! 
lawn run bathing* he told The t 
Orrgnn.an. 

j “l hesitated to »a> much 
• about them.** Rankin said* •'un¬ 
til I noticed all the hullabaloo 
in the papers. I puixi*d over 
their -lrange shape for a while 
and finally conrluderfti »t they 
were the navy » wf RFRU-l 
flying flapjarkji. which are thin 
and round, with twin propellers 
and chubby tail.** 

Omlj Oat Xr»U4 Built 

* <The navy and the manufac¬ 
turer have announced official¬ 
ly that only ore such machine 
was built and that U never left 
Connecticut. { 

•'Tnr^e plane* were fiving J 
high, maybe 0000 feet, and fair j 
Jy f*M. about 300 nr 400 mues j 
an hour. I first counted ten of 1 
them ir formation, going north, 
*bout 2:15 P. M. they returned 
on the reverse course, beaded 
south. But there were only sev¬ 
en in ihe formation. 

*Trny were not weaving or 
J bobbing In formation I mutdn‘1 
i make out the Dumber or loca¬ 
tion of their propellers and 
jrnuMnt distinguish any wings 

jor tail. They appeared almost 

I round They looked like pic¬ 
tures of the navy's fjymg flap- 
Jack,- Rankin said. 

Rankin* who plans to spend 
the summer here at 114 ft. E. 
Bimp^n street, H now ah> in 
resume a little flying lor fun. 
but not commercially, he said 
He oow operates a atnng of 
auto court i, mod mg his win¬ 
ters at Palm Springs. 
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Omaha, Nebraska 

Dear 


iA fj /X ^ f ^ 

i naan vo acknowledge roeeiptvof your letter post¬ 
marked July 10, 1947, together with Its enclosure. 



Inasmuch as the information which you furnished is 
of interest to the War Department I have taken the liberty of 
furnishing it to that agency for their consideration. 


Sincerely yours. 


vi 


pji '’•"■iJNICAT'ONS SEC i! ON 


I John Edgar Hoover 

< Director r 
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UNITED L.Qj GOVERNMENT 


*' Office MemcOmdum 


) TO 


FROM 


t DIEJETOS, FBI 

^3s!ac, 


DATE: August 12 , 1947 


^MILWAUKEE 

SUBJECT:IjlTXKO discs 
1 SABOTAGE 

-f. . Eef erence is made to Bureau Bulletin No. 42, Series 1947, 

dated July 30, 1947, Section (B), which advises that all reports 
concerning flying discs should he investigated ty field offices. 

Prior to the receipt of these instructions, two Instances 
were called to the attention of this office concerning flying discs. 

One report was received July 7, 1947, the details of which are set 
forth in Milwaukee letter to the Bureau dated July 8, 1947, entitled, 
"Plying Discs or Saucers, Miscellaneous, Telephone Call from Mr. 

Fletcher at the Bureau at 8:30 a.m., 7-7-47." No investigation was 
conducted concerning this report. 

The secon d report was received by this offio^t t 1:20 p.m. 

July from w ^° ds in 

charge of the Civil Air P&tro^oxWi scons in, an auxiliary of the 
Army Air FOroes. On that occasion JtfHMBMPHP^tecalling from 
Black Elver Falls, Wisconsin, telephonic ally advised this office that 
an object in the shape of a disc, ninet een inches in diameter had been 
found July 10, 1947, by one ^UPNBH^clty electrician on the Jackson 
County fairgrounds, near Black Eiver Foils, Wisconsin, about 3:30 p.m. / 
The disc might be made of a substance such as cardboard covered by a p 
silver airplane dope material. The contraption has a snail wooden tail 
like a rudder in the bock and InBide of -the disc is what appears to be 
an EOA photo-electric cell or tube. Also inside the disc is a little 
electric motor with a shaft running to the cent er of the disc. At one 
end of the shaft is a very small propeller. 

opinion that con traption might possibly have been made by some Juvenile. 

stated that he desired to return the contraption to 
Milwaukee an d eventuall y turn it over to the Army Air Foroes, but that 
the finder, apparently wanted to get some publicity on his 

find and wanted it returned to him. 

This information was telephonlcally called to the attention 
of Assistant Director D. M. LADD of the Bureau on July 11, 1947. 

Subsequently, SAC H. K. JOHNSON telephoned Colonel J 
in charge of Counter Intelligence, Fifth Army, Chicago AC of S G-2 
Headquarters Fifth Army, JEhst Hyd e Park Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, who 
stated he would contactBlack Elver Falls, Wisconsin. 
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The above constitutes the only two instances in which 
this office was contacted concerning flying discs. Unless contrary 
TTjjjtpjntifmB are received from the Bureau, this office does not 
Jcontenplate taking any further action In connection with the above 
ftwo cases, but will fully investigate all future reports concerning 
|flying discs. 
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C*J ftDLMl BUREAU Of INVE,STUiM ,0N 

u, 5, department ot justice 
BflMMHKIGOTUECTP 

AUG tll 947 


TELETYPE 
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T JAJElili 


FBI PORTLAND 8-11-47 1-17 PM PST 

^RECTOR URGENT 

FLYING DISCS. SECURITY MATTER DASH X. ONE 


■ Mr. \ .. 

| Mr, r. . 

Mr. GarttwB.^ •-— 

| - 

; Mr. r lohr 

,.r- IVrtniBS*’ 111 ■ 

,>W. tjuinaTrun®*- 

Mr. .. 




PT1HT AWT> DDrcrMTl V 

1 « • 1*1 “ A *l»Arfk/*Lr*l * O 1 



R NAVY 


mvdti r rDrrv sum. ftopcmt orDncte 

viii-i-JJ. j utrn ^ Ufa* wnt j 


SEEING A MYSTERIOUS OBJECT ON TWO OCASIONS THE EVENING OF AUGUST SIXTH 
WHILE FLYING AT ABOUT FIVE THOUSAND FEET ABOVE MYRTLE CREEK. HATFIELD TO 
BE INTERVIEWED. 
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5-18 PM OK FBI WASH DC GAR 
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HANBWPOftM MD.M 


Office lAeniCianduin • united sGtes government 


: D. V.. Ladd 



DATE: Ji-U^ust 1 , 19 ll 7 


There is attached hereto a letter received from the captioned 
individual postmarked July 12, 19li7, concerning r "flying saucers." 


There is also attached a letter of acknowledgement to HI 
together with a letter to the Yi»r Department Tor approval 


I "1 

JO ' 


It is recommended that the letter to the Y.ar Departmor 
forwarded to the Liaison Section for transmittal to that agency 


4** y 1 

WVC*mJp ■ (/.f 


jnt-be I — 

I ^ 

' £ 


Attachments 


SO-Vpi, _ 

-• -Tu rn 


•v 

X J A Ji i 




RECORDED 


iv '• . 


O- idm ■ 


l X - 

^ - r ^ 

V 12 • 


f? 


0 














r v > r-«■ 

. ^ . **■* /-' _ ~ " 

















0 


F.B.iM 


ELETYP 








Mr. Tolton 


Mr* E. A. Tamm, 
.Mr. Cleff_ 


Mr. Coffe y ^ 


Mr. Gltvin . £ 
Mr. Ltdd 


Mr. Nicboli^ 
Mr. Rotta_ 


Mr. Tr*cy — 
Mr. Car«on_ 
Mr. Efan_ 


Mr. H«adoa u 


i 


DECODEO COPY 


Mr. Fttmiaf too_ 
Mr. Quiaa Timm 
Mr. None_ 


Milt Gaady_ 


WASH FROM SFRAN S2 


8-9-47 2-50 PM KC 

SEATTLE AND PORTLAND URGENT 



NATION }/] f 
NATION V ( u 


DIRECTOR FBI AND SACS, 

<t> 

TLYING DISKS, SECURITY MATTER-X. LT. COL. 

G 2 , SAN FRANCISCO, ADVISED TODAY HE HAS NO FURTHER INFORM* 

AND THAT OUR SEATTLE OFFICE IS IN POSSESSION OF ALL INFOR 
KNOWN BY HIM AND IS HANDLING THE MATTE* ATrjT/ffiOMA, WASHINGTON. - 

■? A - ' Y U 

vc I uuai 1 - f. ' B ■***£*? ®"*T ***** "v '/ 

KIMBALL : . , . BSSOO^Y AC yp _ t .y 3 

RECEIVED , / 8-9-47 ■ - 8 :l 5 t ^ 4 KJST AUSiatG /7 

SACS SEATTLE? AWV^ORTLAND ADVISED . ... 

If the inten4§«nbe cop*a'ined in the above message is to be disseminated 

it'iide is suggested that it be suitably paraphrased in 
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Srotec 


is suggested 
twle Bureau's codin 


coding systems. 
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in ^Dicqo 4, 


u 

thb^ound robin 


(For you g I-nr nrreatl nn) 


Son Diego , California . July 8, 1947 - 


■ n jrrtT'j 1 vt-tit r? c atp T\forMFjrn a ITr'T 
— ii B/ui .. vr ii *i' v-l 



THIS M23£)RANDUM is respectfully addressed to certain scientists of distinction 
to important aoronautical and military authorities, to a number of public officials 
and to a fow publications* 

The writor has little expectation that anything of import wil l be a cco mpl ished 
by this gesture. The more fact that the data horoln were obt ai ned b y so - called 

rrt •— » L « 1 *nn A W 4 »» t\ *»A VifiVi *1 * r All 4 A 4 + A 4 w AH tAA 4 + A (4 4 A%*A nri Vs. .. ¥i Art -»r nil 4-t n 

pu^^iuuiujqi luujGMJ-o xp ^iuuQu-i-) oUiiiuiujiv v<u iujullv a uiqi P^am vy nuui.xjc an uiia 

persons addressed; nevarthcloss it soems a public duty to mako it available. (The 
present writor has several univorsity degrees and was formerly a university depart¬ 
ment head), /~) 

A very serious situation may develop at any time uith regard to the ^fl ying 
saucers. If one of thoso should be attacked, the attacking plane will almost cer¬ 
tainly be destroyed. In tho public mind this might create near panic and internat¬ 
ional suspicion. Tho principal data concerning these craft is now at hand and must 
be offered, no matter how fantastic and unintelligible it may soon to minds not 

AMrtl 4 w « + wi i 4 *s f Vi < wlr't r. i*» as 4^ 4* Vs 4 <» 

Luoviiuvvuu xu vi vxx-xar wvvus « 

, 1. Part of the disks carry crows, othors are undor remote control. 

2. Their mission is peacoful. The visitors contemplate sottling on this plane 
* 3. Ifcese visitors are humon-liko but mush larger in size. 


4. 

5. 


7. 



Thoy are NOT excamate earth people, but come from their own world. 

They do NOT come from any ’’planet" as wo U30 ths word, but from an othoric 
planet which interpenetrates with our own end is not perceptible tc us. 

r f *H fi. Vl l*S 4 «-» Al A 4 1 VVs^i 4 + V* rt( A rt ncj CiT n yA. fS 1 S + Amrt A 4-4 .A -m. '‘t "l 1 r Ik-lAl 4 A «>4 «. T 4 M. a 

«uq yyuiua wx iriiw vxwa vuip ^ uxlu vuo i*-xa.j.ir aiov/ f u u. u-vuia Ul QuJLl y 14 Q UUiiaxiJ&tf 

on entering the vibratory rate of our dense matter.' {Cp. "apports,") 

» • 

The disks possess a type of radiant energy, or a ray, which will easily 
disintegrate any attacking ship. Thoy reenter the othoric at will, and 
so simply disappear from our vision, without trace.' 

-The region from which they cane is NOT the "astral plane", but corros - 
ponds to the Lokas or Talas . Students of esoteric matters will understand 
these terms. 
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4 rs V\\ 14 - vsr»rJwr Ann 
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a signal system can be devised for that <a; 
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T Wo give infoimation find-warning, and can do no moro. Letf^he n’ewcorS^ bo 
treated with every kindness. tinlGss the disks are a 3£tA0ti<fci i®$Jbatons 

Xjwith which our culture and scienco ore incapable of^>aring. A heavy rosponalbil - 
■ Ity rests upon tho fow in authority who are able to un&erstand-4k4-e matter - t— - r 

i 

hie. Addendum: The lokao oval shape, fluted lonrrh ^ 
TmbgCi, California. OTal wlth a heat-resisting metal or alloy not yet kv.-v 1 

It - v*; '■ f the front cdgc^contains the controls; the mi ■'ile. pet Ivr j 

- laboratory; the roar eontaihs armament, ^L^ch «oj^£iot3 essentially of a oonr^rful r j- v 
enerry at)par*.tur-, • perhaps a ray »♦**%**•“♦ i’V* **«■< a *».<■.* ». 


n i' 



























STANOATtO TON M MX M 


Office NLemih-tindum 


UNITED SI 5 
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GOVERNMENT 
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Director, FBI 
S^^Norfoik 
FLYING DISCS 


DATE: August 8, 1947 




/- 


Re Bureau Bulletin No. 42, dated July 30, 1947, 

Series 1947, wherein information is set forth pertaining to 
flying discs. 

There is enclosed with this letter a newspaper 
clipping from the "Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch", dated July 9j 1947. 

The photograph appearing on this clipping is alleged to represent 
a flying disc which was observed by BILL¥*TURRE3JTINE, a Norfolk 
school boy, who was successful in photographing the object with 
his small camera, 

BIL L Y was inte rviewed on August 8, 1947 by Special 
Agent which time BILLY informed that the . 

original negative was given by him to a Ur, BROWN of the Photo U'l 

Craftsman Service, who in turn furnished the negative to the & / 

International News Service. BILLY advised that he has an agree¬ 
ment with Mr. BROWN whereby the latter will share equally in any 
profits derived from the use of the negative by commercial firms 
‘or newspapers. As of August 8, 1947 BILLY has not received any 
remuneration for the use of this negative. 

He informed that he was sitting on the front porch 
of his apartment which is located on the third floor at 410 West 

ju+wi ^utjlujlA) vj-rgjuu.aj aruuiiu xiuiuiw.uiic’ uu wmj' o, 174/* 

He had read numerous newspaper articles pertaining to flying discs 
and decided to sit on his front porch in the hopes of seeing one 
and attempting to photograph it. On July 8, 1947 BILLY observed 
a large, black object moving rapidly through space proceeding from 
the southwest to a northeast direction. He said the black object 
was followed by two smaller objects which also proceeded in the 
same direction. BILLY explained that the objects were moving at 
a very fast speed which appeared to him to be much faster than 

+ Vio ftnoaH Af nn rnlfina AnH fimf Krtr* f Kflf + Kn aKIap+.A AnnflAfprf 

Vii« V* M* W** VMV* p VI i~ w v**v vw^ww» vw 

to t>e extremely high. He said that they were much higher than the 
average plane travels in the City of Norfolk and appeared to be 
above the clouds, and that a white mist followed each of the three 
objects. BILLY was unable to state what the black objects repre¬ 
sented, but admitted that they could have been large balloons. He 
indicated that he has observed small, toy balloons flying through 
the air, but that definitely these were not the toy type balloons. 

He said that when he first observed the objects they werey^tTeuch , 

a great distance from him that it was not necessary that 'he ’’raise 1 
his head in order to see them from his porch on the third floor' 
of the apartment building. He immediately turned around 'obt£inf 

‘. f .■> EBCORDfcj} ' 
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Letter to Director, FBI 
Re: FLYING DISCS 
August 8, 1947 


his camera and estimated it took him approximately twenty to thirty 
seconds, at which time the discs were almost directly over his apart- 
qoat and it was necessary that he stoop and look up almost perpen¬ 
dicular in order to obtain the photograph, which accounts for the 
porch railing being shown in the newspaper clipping. BILLY pointed 
out that the day on which he took the picture, the weather was hazy 
and somewhat cloudy and there was a slight breeze blowing from the 
southwest in the general direction of the northeast, which is the 
same direction traveled by the black image which he photographed. 


Inasmuch as the Army authorities in the Tidewater Area 
of Virginia are cognizant of the above information, no further investi¬ 
gation will be conducted by this office in this matter. 


Enclosure. 
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flying Disc'Bigger Than Automobile" Photographed 
I By YouflfWho Is Amazed Because No One Else Saw It 


IIV GEOlU.K HKIitttT 

The flying disc *was lots bigger 
ban an automobile* and 15-vcar* 
dd Bil Turremine^ of 4 50 West 
/ourtecnlh Street, -under- 

-rand whv almost everybody in 
Norfolk didn’t sec it. 

In fact,.when he came-to the 
Led per-Dispatch with a photograph 
he had taken of the object, he 
wanted to know why the newspa¬ 
pers hadn’t already taken /a pic- 
. lire of it. "I thought vounphoto¬ 
graphers were fasl/* he tpJd a re¬ 
porter. 


few seconds later didn’t look any¬ 
thing like saucers ” 

Looked Like Football 

The bov stuck to his football 
comparison, explaining that the 
object was sort *>f rounded, move 
oval than disc-like, and that though 
it wobbled in its northeastward 
flight it was traveling very rapidly, 
about 600 miles an hour. 

He guessed that the altitud^ of 
the thinp was about 5,000 feet, 
just below the clouds. In color it 
was "pray, almost black,** and 
looked, like a "burned crisp,*' or 




(Editor's Note; Although the 
Lcdger-I>ls|>alrh has, had many Te- 
Ports of flying discs and saucers in 
i emit days no oilier person re¬ 
ported seclnr the object which Tur- 
rentlnc photographed.) 

However, Bill said he had done 
umo fast, moving himself shortly 
icfoj'c soon Tuesday, when lie 
- i^od on his front porch and saw 
ihe large pray object, "rocking 
uni spinning like a football*' and 
■ominc from the southwest- 
Me had just returned from Sum¬ 
mer school classes at Maury, lie 
aid, and with all the talk about 
T A inp saner re," had gone out 
his camera to sea If he could 


* yFi hid Lnmtt a tv ia. u 

anything. 

I f don't sec * why they rii 
f" I ,»g saucers/' he .said. " r 
ul i look a picture of and 


. iLtle 


j 11 them 
"The blp 
the two 
ones lliai cyme behind it a 


maybe a rock or stone. The edges 
glittered, lie said, and seemed to be 
trailing dust. Neither it nor the 
two which followed made any 
sound. 

Bill said lie wasn't very fitir* 
prised when he saw the object, 
but "almost killed myself" getting 
shols of It with his camera, set at 
i/i00ih of a second. 

He railed his 18-year-old sister, 
Josephine, to come and took, but 
apparently she didn't believe him. 

As the "flying football" passed 
over, Bill said he took three shots 
of H. but when he hurriedly envel¬ 
oped ihe film, after legging it to 
Oiney Road for a vial ot developer, 
only one negative came out welt 
enough for reproduction. 

He showed a reporter a contact 
print he had made himself, and 
the picture reproduced here la an 


‘NORFOLK BOV AND PHOTO OF DISC—Bill Turrenting *jr>, (righ 
tells Ledger-Dispatch reporter George Herbert (left) of 'the "luck' 
circumstance* which enabled him to take the photograph at fi 
right of a flying disc. However* the hoy said the object pictured lie: 
looked and moved more like a football, Ircing rounded and oval, rath' 
Ilian di*r-)lke. Bill took this picture from the porch of his home , 
410 Went Fourteen lb Kircrt between 11 o'clock and noon Tuck (Li 


using an old camera, with* the abutter set at 1/looth of a second. 1 




_ _.Ml 

IllO nuiiJiij 


ones, all moving at about 000 miles an hour and he giiessed they wc 
about 5,000 feet high, Just fvelotv the clouds. The photograph rrprodii 
ad here in no enlargement uiudr by Photo Craftsmen- In the fin] 
ground of young Tnrrmtlnc 1 * picture Is (lie porch rail of his home. 


enlargement made by Photo Crafts- 

iiien, 

Photo experts of this 'firm are 
convinced that the boy did a fine 
job with the old camera he was 
using. Having closely examined 
the negative, thry said the only 
flaw was in the kind of film, which 
perhaps didn't bring out enough 
detail. They poinLed^out, however, 
that this wasn’t really a flaw, Jn 
view of the fact that Bill’s ph^Lo- 

? [raph, wdth the comparison af- 
orde'd by Uie front porch rail and 
the trees, was certainly the best 
one Uken since the mysterious 
discs were lira I rf-irPn'rfi ■ 
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TELETYPE 


Z I^GTOfrt^FROM NEWARK g-4-47 
C TOR URGENT 


^FLYING DISC REPORTED AT HACKENSACK, NJ AUGUST THREE, NIN 
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5-3S PM EDST 


SEVEN , MISC. INFORMATION RECEIVED.THAT 

KSSS AGE TWENTY, HACKENSACK 

FT. DIX, NJ ON LATE AFTERNOON AUGUST THIRD LAST SIGHTED 
FROM GROUND OBJECT DESCRIBED AS FLYING DISC, CLAIMED IT WAS ^ 


TWO HUNDRED 0333 YDS, IN AI 
NEITHER A KITE NOR A BALL 


ENSACK PD., INQUIR 

"IS 

*MC KEE 

NK R 1 WA 



REVOLVING SLOWLY, MOVING RAPIDLY, AND 

/ 

TELEPHONED INFORMATION TO HACK- 
LL BE KEPT ADVISED. 
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FBI PORTLAND 


8-5-47 



8-50 PM 


(_ > >i£ECTOR AND SACS SEATTLE AND SAN FRANCISCO URGENT 

0 


FLYING DISCS, SM DASH X, RE TELEPHONE CALL FROM MR, LADD, ONE PM 

TODAY REQUESTING TELETYPE SUMMARY CONCERNING NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF 

RECENT REPORTED FLYING DISCS IN PORTLAND AREA AND A REPORTED CONFEREE 

OF ARMY OFFICIALS IN PORTLAND CONCERNING FLYING DISCS, 

THE OREGONIAN, ADVISED THAT A CAPTAIN f, ' 

! 

WILLIAM L. DAVIDSON AND LT, FRANK M. BROUN OF FOURTH AAF HEADQUARTERS, 
SAN FRANCISCO WERE IN PORTLAND JULY TWENTYSEVEN LAST.AND INTERVIEWED 
N EXPERIENCED PILOT, WHO HAD REPORTED JUNE FOURTEEN^ ^J( 




LAST SEEING A FORMATION OF TEN FLYING DISCS OVER BAKERS¬ 
FIELD , CALIF. ACCORDING TO^^JHBtHEY HAD ALS0 INTERVIEWED 
FOLLOWING FOUR EXPERIENCED PILOTS WHO WERE AMONG FIRST WHO REPORTED 
SEEING DISCS - 
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PURPOSE OF TH/LNTERVEUS 


TO ASCERTAIN THE, / i 

KD I fo 3 

ONTACTED MAJOR |efit«RAWWt1tt«G .9 ' 

/ --- v INDEXED 1 7 1 f/} 

' * OF WRIGHT FIELD, OHIO BY PHONE AT ALBUQUERQUE, HIM k C 

l J? 7 V - 


GAINED THE IMPRESSION THAT THE AAF INSTITUTB^THIS INVESTIGATION TO 

ISq REPORTS, SINCE THEY ARE''DEFINITELY NOT OF AAF OKI Gif 

£ 


WASH OUT THE D 

*■ 

* 

ON FRIDAY, 


iAivJnSoN 3^ 



FIRST, THE PLANE IN WHICH AAF INVESTIGATORSfc/iPTAll 


D LT. BROWN WERE RIDING, CRASHED AT KELSO, WASH. AND BOTH 
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PAG! TWO 


WERE KILLED. THE WRECKAGE WAS SCREENED BY AAF INTELLIGENCE FROM 


MCCHORD FIELD. THE TACOMA NEWS TRIBUNE AND THROUGH'THE* THE UNITED 
PRESS PUT OUT A STORY THE PLANE WAS CARRYING PARTS OF A DISC WHICH 

t 

HAD STRUCK A BOAT OWNED BY HAROLD DAHL AND FRED CRISMAN , TACOMA, WN. 

ADVISED THAT TODAYS ISSUE OF THE OREGONIAN CARRIES A UP STOR 
STATING THAT DAHL DENIES SAYING THE METAL FRAGMENTS HE FURNISHED WERE 
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TACOMA SLAG MILL. NO AAF INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL AVAILABLE PORTLAND. 
NO RECENT SUBSTANTIVE REPORTS OF FLYING DISCS IN THE PORTLAND AREA. 
SEATTLE VERIFY AT MCCHORD FIELD AND SAN FRANCISCO VERIFY AT AAF 
HDQRTS.'SF, SUBMITTING TELETYPE SUMMARJES TO THE BUREAU. NO FURTHER 
INVESTIGATION PORTLAND. 
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Office MernXjandum ♦ united ~.Otes government 


to 


D. K. IADD 



DATE: August 6 , 1947 


PROM 


SUBJECT:/ 

) . f 

I 



& 

G SAUCERS 




Special Agent 



3f the liaison Section contacted 
lieutenant Colonel Army Air Forces Intelligence, inquiring 

about an article milch appeared in the nest Coast newspapers recently f — 
stating in substance that an airplane carrying recovered flying saucers^? 
crashed in route from Portland, Oregon, to Los Angeles, California. 


Mr. Tolson 
Mr. E. i ; Ta 
Mr. Cl*gg- 
Mr. 0lav In— 
nr. Udd ~ 
Ht. Nicnnr - 
Mr* Rosen " 
Mr. Tracy_ 


Mr. Carson 
1 ft-. Egan ’ 
Mr. CnrneT 
Mr. Karoo ' 
Mr. Mohr 


Mr. P*hnTngton_ 
Mr. (fulnn Turn 
Tele. Room “ 
Mr. Mease 
Heb RcLnrrg"- 


Miae OajKly^ 


/ 


_ advised that the only information 

that has been receive® by Headquarters of the Army Air Farces is that a 
CIC Agent of the 4th Air Farce* Headquarters, Hamilton Field, San Francisco, 
was killed in an airplane crash. The Headquarterso^theAir Forces have been t .. u 
advised that he was on a top secret mission. indicated that he^^j 


J 


z 


vt&S uijdSr 


J_ _ __^_-UU ^ X a 


interview with 
the flying saucers. 


XJjip£W»axuu lmicuj 


T A 1A+ .. 11 I 1-. J-i 4 +Vi rt <i* MAI 1 4* A 

L1L JXgUllU »CL3 OIUIGJ. Vi A A VU W? 


4 rk nvi ■f* M/\m 
W Vi X i. V 11 L 


of the individuals who first saw one of 

;'Y^ 


ui© 

■<ho is one 

RECORDED l/ ' ' — _ / '" / - tf\ 

tated tteit the Air Fofx^p2?F VB no jg^iit ijpc al information 
receive none until the report is received*fr5m thajit^^Ai^ 1^7] 

suggested that the San Francisco Field Gffi$?contact Colonel 
i PnTv>«fc. Kamil ton Pifllri. ton Francisco, who r 


/ 


and will 

_ _ _ — ft. _ 4 J..Y. — _1_ J_1. _ rt __ _ _ _ J _ _ TVi ^ ^ J /*" Mi *. ua ^ Ai ^ rt ah 1 Sh MkA ^ ^ 

_ Headquarters 4th Air ForceHamilton Field, San Francisco, who ^ 

undoubtedly would be able to furnish the details regarding this matter which- 
are at this time unknown by the Headquarters of the Air Forces. 
pointed out toftWQf^^lP* however, that it was his belief that no flying 
saucers have been recovered b ut that i t was m e rely arPSttempt \ 6 r6 1?rter ViSW 
lin individual who previously had reported seeing one of the flying saucers."” 

n "" "' , / _ * " ' /. I,i*\ 

it UslLli . 
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August 5, 1947 


.Director of Intelligence 
ITar Department Oeneral Staff 
The Pentagon 
-Washington 25, D. C. 


0 

BI SPEC' 


ECIAL MESSENGER O' jjjf 


n 


5-y 


Attention: Co lone! 


1 



m 


From: ’/ 
Subject: 


John Edgar Hoover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 





There are attached hereto copies of a letter received from the 
above-captioned individual concerning "flying discs." 


ll 



_ letter has been acknowledged and he has been 

advised that copies of his loiter have been furnished to you for youiji 


Lie 


consideration. 


.£. A. ToroT 
• r. Clegg^ 


Attache it 
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"aukesha, Wis. 


Attn. 

Federal Bureaai of Investigation 
Gentleme|; $ 

Recently I have heard and read about reports of disc-shaped aircraft 
or whatever they are, in our western regions. They reminded me of a nearly 
forgotten incident in Germany, after the war. I report this to you because 
I feel this may be of international Bcope* 


My buddy and I went on pass to see a friend of his* One evening the 
three of us were driving along some back roads when I sighted a strange 
looking object in the sky from eight to ten miles to our front and approx- 
imatly 5,000 feet high* 

I immediatly stopped the jeep for a better look, the object rapidly 
came toward us, descending slowly* About a mile away it stopped it’s 
horizontal motion but continued a slow oscillating descent, similar to a 
descending parachute. Then suddenly it dropped in a spiral motion. 

Immediatly I drove over to where it had dropped. It took almost five 


/ 


minutes to reach the place but we saw nothing. After ten minutes of cruis- 

^ a **#*" 11 

ing arcund the area it became too dark to see so we went back to town. 

~ because - -— 

I am not sure my companions saw this A it happened so quickly it could 


easily have been missed, but I described what I had seen so vividly that 


they were as excited as I was. My 

b tit it was traveling at right an 

t 


t impression was that it was a cloud 




A 


/ 


The local of this incident was approx|matOy J2P L 5niles north-west of 


r 


Habberbishopshiem. If necessary, I will swear^toythe authenticity of this 
and to the .shape of the object. 


A* 


the iSi 
// 



Sincerely l'ours 
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To: COMMUNICATIONS SECTION. 
Transmit the following message to: 


AUGUST 7, 1947 

SAC, DETROIT "URGENT* 



.a 


INFORMANTS, FIIING DISC, MISC, 

REURTEi AUGUST 5 MATERIAL SHOULD HOT BE FORWARDED TO FBI LABORATORY FOR J ^ ^ 
EXAMINATION*BUT SHOULD BE TURNED OVER TO THE ARHf AIRFORCE INTELLIGENCE. 


HOOVER • • 
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lx. CUg*_ 

IX. Ol^Ln_ 

Lr. LuJld__ 

Mr. nIcikTIsZT-I 
XX. Hawn 

iX. Tr*C>'_ 

r. Carson_ 

:I . Eran _ 

Lr, Our ms _ 

lx, KarbO_ 

It. HwncoT r; 

Him. inC'-crr_ 
w, Quinn Ttr-n 

;r. m*d«_I 

lias Oand y 


fkuinU pliftrrtl’ vt lHUSlIjAUMrt 

U.S. MfAIM MEAT OF JUST ICl 

comwwiims mm 

fAU67 1947 


COPIES DESTROYED 
£70 NOV lb 1904 


SS'AUfrftSdBCU 


TELETYPE 




i 


& 




is 


k 


Per. 




. r ** 


V" ^ r " ~ ' v ' 

. ' + J * ■ * ** . # 1 * na. •* * 
































Date 


fa Aumut 1 # 19J*7 


To 



* Director of Intelligence 
f War Doparteent Oeneral Staff 
The Pentagon 
—Washington 2$, D. C 

Wttention* 

Tm ' J ° h ° Wt,r Hocw » Clr »° t ° r - Mmi !te«*» of Investigation 
Subjeot t 


r - . To1eon 

£: Isa^Xttwntaont 


Vr. Ladd 
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- . j-vbiii 
• i. fracy 
■r. Carson 
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IT* PennlnS'lor. 
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WIOXTIKIARL! OWF/T : - 
■ILLlAT i VLQ, JHJljL/Ai, 
M;ir.URA. -■ . ", 

* J § j t ' ; i 

7 July 1947 


f’-i 


4 

UUiCitAKSUK FUR THL OfHC3 1H CHAflGE* 


r.t 


. ft* * ,;■' • |»xv r #, : 

*•*>»* >yi 

1. On i July 1947, U mit« 0. HeGlnty, 021, 195303, r-60 
Stud ant, UUllaso Field, Chandler, Arisen*, »m interviewed by 
this Agent, end stated In substance! That on 30 June 1947, at about 
0910, U2T, he was flying at 25,000 feet over Grand Canyon, Arisons, in 
s r-CO tyre aircraft* Re stated that he was healing south towards Mlliama 
Field, Arltona, when he ea« two round ofcjocta going at inconeelcable 
speeds r straight down* He further stated that his reactions ears to 
turn away fro a the objeets* He further stated that one of the unidery* 
tiftable Objects followed the other seoonda apart* He further atatod 
that Jus to the speed of the objects, ha could only see that they were 
circular, and that they were possible light gray In color* He further 
stated tliet It was hie opinion that the Objects were approximately 
digit fast In diene ter* In conclusion, he stated that the objects 
would haw.-probably hit the ground aj* roxlnntely twenty-five alias 
south of the r-outh JUa of Grand Canyon, Arltona* 

vniT'S jc;?*rt Lt VcClnty gava hia permanent address asi H*A*1I*T*C*, 
folnt Hugu, Fort ItusnsDS, Calif* 

2* On 1 July 1947, Caj tain Malcolm 0* Armstrong, 0-^731168/ 

Instructor, single Inglno, ' llllass Field, Chandler, Arltona, was 
Interviewed by this Agent and stated in substance! That his brother, 

1st it 5* 8* Armstrong, stationed at llq, 10th AaF, Brooks AtF, Texas 
had related to him that ho saw a formation of unexplainable objects 
In the vicinity of Lake Head, Kov* Cai&aln Amsta ocg, further stated 
that hla brothw stated the objects war# heading south, and were at 
approximately ID,000 feet altitude* 

AGCTT'3 MOT?:*! Captain Armstrong could not give too woeh information 
on the objects that hla brother had aeon* Lt; ?„ 8, Amctrong can be 
contacted at Kq, 10th >‘T, Brocks field, Texas for farther laforwatlon* 


k - 


REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED 

ON NOV o fi 197 R 
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AUTH Pan 1-C03 DOD 5200 
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Lynn C* Aldrich, 2pedal Agent, CIOAAF, FD1RC 
THU 12 A TRUE ODJT 
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iiWH K* OILK, Major J-TA, 
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^Office Alew^ fjtndum • united s^Oes government 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJE 


D.W.IAED 




DATE: 


y 7, 1947 
0 PH 


FLfflBfTiSCS 

^Miscellaneous 

y 

SAC Weeks called from New Orleans on the matter discussed in the £: ss,™- 



Hr. Tolion_ 

Hr* K. A. T055“ 




attached teletype* He wanted to know what policy the Bureau was following 
in connection with reports concerning these "flying discs" which were bei" 0 ^"*"” - 
recsived. . ^ 

I told Hr* Weeks that, unless advised to the contrary, he should, tin t! 
particular case at hand, allow G-2 to handle md not take any jurisdiction for the 
FBI* He was Hold the Bureau would be interested in being kept advised of develop¬ 
ments, and in copies of the photographs he said G**2 would make of the object 
found, but that he should not allow himself to be jockeyed into a position where 
investigative responsibility, if any were entailed, would fall on us. Hr. Weeks said 
he would so handle unless I called him back immediately with instructions for 
specific action. 


KCHth 


As you will recall, I called von concemin^fhe foregoing* 
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HANOAWO J-OHM NO. *4 


Office M&h*(ffandum • united stGtes government 




has come to the resident agency at Santa Fe, 

New Mexico ^>n several occasions to report that she has received information 
concerning flying objects passing through the air. Some of the reports that she 
has received concern light objects seen at night vdiich have allegedly b een fo llow¬ 
ed by exp losions. She advised that one of auch objects was reported j 

wor ^ cs near Canjllon, New Mexico. She claims that 
others were seen near Park View and Tierra Amarilla, New Mexico. 


_ “ called attention to clippings from various newspapers /j '?£ 

concerning "disc-like" objects seen in New Mexico and other parts of the country* 


claims to be a student of radio waves and ray forms, and^ ^ 


contends that the above mentioned objects may be missiles similar to those appe 
ing over Sweden some time ago 


ihas discussed the above with officials of the Atomic 


of War and other government 


Energy Conmission, and has written the Secretai 

officials co ncerning her theories. _ _ 

I^^Bi^for the A.E.C.,has advised that officials at Los Alamos consider 


. -?p _ w ^ w tu}n~eliable_and_poss ibly not well balanced mentally. 

'' agents of this office that she was” struck by lightning when a child. 


She has mentioned to 


On July 15, f^i^Hm^came to the Santa Fe resident agency and 
advised that she had written to WALTER WINCHELL, promising him a story in conni 
with the "flying discs." 


k2 


c . 

on 


tit 


Th e foregoing information is being submitted to the Bureau, inasmuch as 
has written to several government officials and Mr. WINCHE1L. 


62-0-3594c 

FTLkGH 

RECORDED £ 

' q . - #3 W -27 
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Office IS/let/iQ'an 

TO t D. M. IABD 

from i JS* C. Fitch 

suBjECK discs_ 



m. 


$Qk 


UNITED 6V&TES GOVERNMENT 



DATE: 7 / 24/47 


K'\ 


he 


vr. ToJ^on 

W. E. A, Tb 
If. Cl^K_ 

IT. >ri>y_ 

it . GlavJr_ 

«r- 

Kr. hoser,_~ 

ICr. Tracv_ 

✓ 'W. Hohr_ 

* tir. Carson_ 

f Reference is made to my memorandum to you in the above captioned £; 
matter datod_ Julv 10. 1947. indicating that Sri sadier .General Georse F. UT' 

______ _ P* W- W ” ~ V ^ ^ -- - - v -- PM * yu J lu- j- Oh 

Jfcnulgen of the Amy Air Corps Intelligence had requested tiiat the Bureau 
00 ope rate with the Army Air Corps Intelligence in connection with the above 

captioned natter. The Director noted on the referenced, memorandum, "I - 

would do it but before agreeing to it we must insist upon full access to 
discs recovered. For instance in the la. case the Army grabbed it and would 
not let us have it for cursory examination." 

This is to advise that Special Agenthas recontacted 
■Snora! Schulgen and advised him in connection with the Director's notation. 

•enejprl Schulgen indicated tc*fl^^B^||pthat he desired to assure Mr. 

Hoover of complete cooperation in this matter and stated that he would issue - 
instructions'to the field directing that all cooperation be furnished to the 
FBI and that all discs recovered be made availabl e for the e xamination by 
tee FBI Agents. ft»nfpBl Schulgen pointed out to ^|^m£^that he will 
from time to time cake tire results of the studies of his scientists available 
to the Burea u for the ass istance of the FBI Field Offices. Saneial Schulgen 
indicated toj^Bm^^^^^that there has been a decrease in the reported 
sittings of the discs which might be because of the fhet that it has lost much of 
its publicity value. lie indicated, horever, that he believed it necessary to 
follow this matter through to determine as near as possible if discs were in 
fact seen and to determine their origin. 

flfoeral Schulgen inquired of the method by which the 

Bureau would males the information obtained from the Bureau's inquiries, known 
to the Ai r Corps, in the Field as well as at the Thr Department level, lir. 
gPI^PPP^ointed out to General Schulgen that the best procedure appeared to / ^ 

"Be through the regular established channels. It was pointed out to General y JC- 
Schulgen that the Bureau Held Offices maintain close liaison with the 
'Intelligence Divisions of the various Armies as well as close liaison with the 
Intelligence Division of the Tter Department. Qeperal Sohulgen I ndi cate^, that he^ ^ 
would be satisfied to receive information through j ~ j\ 

'General Schulgen indicated to M(jjpthat he beit'eVad tt»|t there 
was a possibility that this entire matter might have been started 1 bj* 1 'subversive / 
individuals for the purpose of creating a mass hysteria. He suggested that thcp'l^ 
Bureau keep this in mind in any interviews conducted residing reported sittings/ 
General Schulgan stated to he irouid make available to the Bureau 

all information in the possession of the Air Corps regarding the sightings vhich 
were first^reported so that the Bureau could conduct setae investigation rej 
these individuals to ascertain their motives for reporting that they had 
flying discs. Then General Schulgen makes the inf creation available rej 
theae^individuals, ■ it will be promptly brought to your attention. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR D. M. IADD 


7/23/47 


REOOM1ENDATION 


Is attached a Bureau. Bulletin to the Field for their 
assistance in handling this matter. 
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Attachment 
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July 30, 1947 ~ 



Brooklyn 27, New York he 

D, BEc 


V-£ 



z - 



3 -s" 


I deair* to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated July 14, 1947, 
and to express ay apprediction to you for bringing this matter to sy attention* 


The information set forth in your letter has been carefully reviewed 
and is being maintained ; in this Bureau as a matter of record* 


Sincerely yours. 


* ] * I 
4 t y 


—note* , 

T ""—Nb^reco 

ouvTi 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


eoi 


has been a previous correspondent with the Bu file 
Ld be loosted in the Crime Records Section lndlcatlo 


u*[ c e m ae s pe nd e nt nigh t b e -a -ynental case* 

m«» i .-“JOMMUNlCAIlONS StCflOK r 


Rosen 
Tracy 
Car sol 

Ovrrte i J | 


Harbo__ 

Handed 


Lr 
1* 
kr 
\lr 

Ur 

LX_ 

Hies 0and7 


Pennington 

Ta - 


Quinn Tear - ” 

Naas# “ 


5 8 AUG 





AILED lO 


fc UJUL o' l' 1947 P.M. 


il 


AU OF mVESTISAFION 
ATHEH1 OF IUS1ICE 


& 


that the 




Hr 


\^c 


- r 




& v ©' 


7 




vw. 


V> v 


'V 




r v. 

t - ■* 


J 




1v-^h 


f 


■jmT** * ,*f -wr 




- '.v ; 




* 
























O 


irookiyi. T77E51V 
Jul: "Qh,1947., 


■Ir.J.Edgar Hoover.Chief,of the F.B.l. 
Washington, D.C. 


Please forgive me for taking up your tine,with this ltem.Xt really . 
nttP.flSBa-py.Yot .althou gh everybodys tongue was wagging from the East and to^i)* 
lest ooast,I cOTRRHt resist putting my oar in. 




V. 



safcers in the Sky .Heading for the Milky Way.Funny?! dont know. 

4 J— 


v 


We read and 


and read."Sky Disc Derby Open to All n -"Calls "Saucers"Tr: 


f Vision"-"Believe it or not ,27* States see’those flying saucers"-"Who saw; t] 


I jaucera?40 States in the Game"-"Celestial Dishes sought between the Raindrop 
% >pind 'Disk’is weather kite"-"Disks called chunks of Mirage"-"Report new Red 
lanes resemble’Flying saucers’".-Air-liner crew reports seeing 9 flying dis] 


3 for 12 minutes".That’s the way it went on,for days and days. 

Please,dont remind me that this id a military problem.Soldle rs fighi^tha 



? ,my out in the open and away from home if possible.The Federal Agents{the un 
s iQroes)flght the ememy under cover and in their home grounds.So.Here 1 am. 
t These so-ialled saucers may be kites,but according to reports,these thing 
i didn't flutter or float,they sailed and kites don't sail,the stcanges part i 


hey all Balled in the same direction,from Ytest to East. 

Rewards were offered,no collectors.Planes chased them,none captured.They h 
,o land,no finders,So.As long as the Military,Scientist and Civilians deny,be 
espomsible for this.YJere doed it lead to?An enemy .A little while back, it war 
•entioned somewhere that Russia had or has a contraption for their next war,c 
tting sound(like a silent whistle for dogs)what it'statxto do,tb their enemy,] 
ion't know.lf- a country was experimenting such a weapon,the brave people of 1 



* __ 


• S.were not scared.Tney only imurxued the so-called enemy how successful tht 


;r. b±x were. 

It could be an optical illusion,or;supposing some unwelcomed persons ,plan1 
. few well chosen words,he re and there and left the rest to a/t confused mind, 
;hese innocent people reporting the phenomena* 

What confuses me is,that when we became too curious and determined to fine 
ut what they really are,those things disappeared and we found substitutes,c£ 
ltes.These things resembling description as near as possible to the real thJ 
:hy couldn't these things have been directed ck home again like a honing pj 


m rv win Ire* ‘e r>.r\ v* +■ A f* 4-Vv^ia 4* V 1 , Y> C* 4 
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ried WOLF.When the wolf really carae.Twas sad.He,w as a nlceboy.There sh ould t 
aw.against such jokes or expflrlaiTn.t.^nl^A'v^ rTT a homa be cond 

?« *>■ .. ,uilu 'uld be tri od for t r e a son !™nHf> P ff Per autho ^ities.These cv 

ess or ridicules.We can't take any chances 9 !? s °7 cal } 0d 3°ke seems Y 

his pooh POOH business.is no joke! ^ At this age,Time is slow.Ma n ,is f 
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Office M.ei,drandum 


iiQr 


TO 


D 


UNITED olilTES GOVERNMENT 


FR.OM 


r. m. laddI)^ 

|C. G. fitch 4‘ 




DATE: 7/10/4" 


SUBJECT* 

I 

i 


HjTING disks 


*—y . l ■ a. 

/ , - 

mm 


At request of 


:endir 

:: . r«W..n^ 
itil ru T; 


l:Sfc5t 
£9^: ~ 


Her General tMrp f. Schulgen,* Chief of 
the HequliHunt s Intelligenc e Branch of.Army Air Corps Intelligence, 

Special Agent discussed the abov e captioned m atter with him 

on July 9, 1947^j§*ceral 9c bulge a Indicated that the Air Corps 


has taken the attitude that every effort must be undertaken in order to run down 

a v\A aaparfcl si vV.n f Vtor ar rwif tVta ^1 iM r\tr ^ f aV-a ar o a f md f ofirt . If an . tft 1 Aom J 

all about them. According to General Schulgon, the Air Corps Intelligence are fo JC. 
utilizing all of their scientists In order to ascertain whether or not such a 
phenomenon could in fact occur. He stated that this research is being conducted 
with the thought that the flying objects might be a celestial phenomenon and with 
the view that they might be a foreign body mechanically devised and controlled. 


General Schulgen also indicated to^H^HBiMP that all Air Corps 
installations have been alerted to run out each reported sighting to obtain all / 
possible data to assist in this research project. In passing, 'General Schulgen Jg 
stated that an Air Corps pilot who believed that he saw one of these objects was" ' 
thoroughly interrogated by JHneral Schulgen and scientists, as well as a psy¬ 
chologist, and the pilot was adamantTtfe In his claim that he saw a flying disk. 


»M. Af*<S 1 

■Aiy 4 CkA 


* *.A 


I<r4 af. 


kli 


vac ^UUSJiVAiA vj 

the first reported sightings of the so-called flying disks were fallacious and 
prompted by Individuals seeking personal publicity, or were reported for politic 
reasons. Re stated that if this was so, subsequent sightings might be the result 
of a mass hysteria. He pointed out that the thought exists that the first reported 
sightings might have been by individuals of Communist sympathies with the view to 
^ causing hysteria and fear of a secret Russian weapon. 


fpneral Schulge^.indicated that he is desirous of 

having all the angles covered in this matter. He statel that reports of his 
scientists and findings of the various Air Corps Installations will be available 
in his office. He advised that to complete the picture he desired the assistance 

I of the Federal Bureau of Investigation In locating and questioning the Individuals 
who first sighted the so-called flying disks in order to ascertain whether or not 

LL... _ _ J A __ A.*_A _ .A.A_i. . AU- A At,... — _ . . AV^.a jM A al.a .. .,Vr. AUaI a> 

cu ts AH VilOU UlPJf BttW bliCbtJ UlGADf yi wIf? biiGAl i - 

statements were prompted by personal desire for publicity or political reasons, 

I General Schulgen assured 0HMH^0|^that there are no War Department or tfavy 
Department research projects presently being conducted which coul^ir^any way be 
tied up with the flying disks. .General Schulgen indicated tc 
/if the Bureau would cooperate with him in this matter, he woul'cT’offer all the 
facilities of his office as to results obtained in the effort to identify and_ 


rundown this matter. 


.lidvl mmA A«nArAl Rfkil ffftn thn 


known to the BureAu and an answer made available to him es soon ae possible. 
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Memorandum for Mr. Ladd 
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also discussed this matter withof 
ndlcated that It was Ms attitude that inasmuch as it has heen / ^ 
established that the flying disks are not the result of any Army or Navy experiy^ (C 
meats, ;^he matter is of interest to the FBI. He stated that he was of the opinion 
that the Bureau, if at all possible, should accede to General Schulgen's request. 
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ADDENDUM 

I would recommend that we advise the Army that the Bureau does not believe It 
should go into these investigations, it being noted that a great bulk of those 
alleged discs reported found Have been pranks. It is not believed that the 
Bureau would accomplish anything by going into these investigations. 
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■r FBI SEATTLE 8-14-47 
^RECTOR^ ROUTINE 

^FLYING DISCS SIGHTED BY 




Mr- ’ 

Mr. Rost 1 * 

Kr. Vr-ry- 

Hr- !*t. n 
fitr. Qui 

f.lx. r.orLo . 

Mr. M?br . 

i£r. r.tfmaurtoa . 
Mr. C. on l>Tmi 

. 

TACj)Mi 

REURTEL INSTANT DATE* PLEASE BE ADVISED THA 


5-15 PM 



WASHINGTON, SM X, 

^H^.DID NOT ADMIT TO THAT HIS STORY WAS A HOAX BUT ONLY . 

STATED THAT IF QUESTIONED BY AUTHORITIES HE WAS GOING TO SAY IT WAS 
A HOAX BECAUSE HE DID NOT WANT ANY FURTHER TROUBLE OVER THE MATTER* 

W 

COMPLETE REPORT NOW EN ROUTE TO BUREAU AMSD, WHICH INDICATES ^C 


PROBABLY MADE THE ANONYMOUS PHONE CALL IN THE 

HOPE OF BULDING UP THEIR STORY THROUGH PUBLICITY TO A POINT WHERE 
THEY COULD MAKE A PROFITABLE DEAL WITh WnTA SYJ jjAGAZINE, CHICAGO 
ILLINOIS. ^PflBMi^^WILL NOT.BE REINTERVIEWED UNLESS 
ADVISED TO THE (W HWfWHtt CONTRARY BY THE. BUREAU, f Jg3 f ? '/. - 

wilcox 'TS* 

I mt&xn * 

G. I. R. -tcft*. , 
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1 (B) j TLYCT G D ISCS -- The Bureau, at the request of the Army Air Forces Intelligence, 

has agreed' to cooperate in the investigation of flying discs. The Air Forces have 
confidentia^b^advised that it is possible to release three or more discs In odd 
numbers, -atfflBScPtogather by a wire, from an airplane in higi altitudes and that 
these dilfcs would obtain tremendous speed in their descent and would decend to the 
earth infci arc. The Army Air Forces Intelligence has also indicated some concern 
that the Veported sightings might have been made by subversive individuals for 
the purpose •urcating a mass hysteria. 
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You should investigate each instanoe which is brought to your attention 
of a sighting of a flying disc in order to ascertain whether or not is is a bona 
fide_slilting, an imaginary one or a prank. You should also bear in mind that v 
individuals mi^at report seeing flying discs for various reasons. It is conceivable^,* 
that an individual mi#it be desirous of seeking personal publicity, causing hysteria^ 
or playing a prank. ~ 

The Bureau should be notified Immediately by teletype of all reported 
sightings and the results of your inquiries. In instances where the report appears 
to have merit, the teletype should be followed by a letter to the Bureau containing 
in detail the results of your inquiries. The Ariay Air Forces have assured the 
Bureau complete cooperating in these matters and in any instances where they fail tov* 
make information available to you or make the recovered discs available for your 
examination, it should promptly be brought to the attention of the Bureau. / 

Any information you develop in connection with these discs should be 
promptly brou^it to the attention of the Army throu^i your usual liaison channels. 
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2 with to actaweledge receipt of T>*k Weetera Union Ultfm 
doted July 6, l$ltf* Tear Interest in bringing thie infbroatioa to vj 
attention 1* greatly appreciated. 

i 

Huunwoh ta the oootente of your tdegree appear to be of 
1st erect to the Itf Department only, X have taken the liberty of * 
temitog thie informUos over to that Departaent. j 
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San IBarcos, Ttxaa 



I wlnh to acknowledge receipt of your Western tftiloa telegra* 
^ / aatod July 7* 191*7- Tour Interest in asking thla inroraation available 
* to w is groutly appreciated. 


Zboanmoh a» the contents of your telograB appear to bo of 
interest to the War Departnont only, 1 hare taken the liberty of 
■eking the information fomiahod by you available to that Department. 


Sincerely yours, 

’k 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tour letter dazed July 27* 2947* 
together with enclosures * has been received 
arid I toant to fcftorck' you for submitting the 
letter you mentioned to cie« 

. Sincerely yours * 


John Edgar Sooner 
Director ■ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
* Washington, P.C. 
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TAr, V. 

* '«■. r.i 
Mr. fllpvin 


1 Krt.a 


i*r. L*4rf 

: /v 


<i;r. Hfificn 
Mr, Tracy 
Mr. Etf mn .. 
Mr- Gurnet 
Mr. H*rbo . 
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pear Wr. Hoover: 


4 Mr. Molir . 

I 

l P.ir. PcDningtnn 
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" ... j T • ’lr. Quinn Tara 

The enclosed came to my husbana yesterday* Krm 
tTter 'reading it aloud to the family, as a good example 
of crack-pot-ism, advertising or what have you, he threw 

it into the wastebasket. I retrieved it, thinking it m^ght^. ..^ 

better go into your wastebasket than ours, examined by \i \ ^/, / 
your department en route thither, as of possible value. 

I presume several thousand have been mailed, and yot^may 



V . .Vj*v- 


k£»V£ J- 



revelve numberless duplicates. I will risk that. _____ 

as an economist at Columbia University receives many strange 
missives. This is as strange a one as has come for some 
time, and very appropriate to the present^oment^ 


Sincerely yours, 



July 17, 1947 
Home address: 
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July 11, 1947 


Dear Siri 

Have you Been one of the mysterious “Saucers"? 

What did it look like? 

Do you think these strange, celestial manifesta¬ 
tions are harbingers of a better day? 

Do you believe it means that a new and revolutionary 
advance is coming? 

Will it make your life brighter, happier, more 
useful? 

We believe one of these startling discs is on its 

way to you. Then the secret will be out. 

The Combined and Amalgamated Committee 
of Sky-Scanners, Disc Decipherers and 
New-Product Introducers. 
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WASHINGTON FROM; 3 OS TON,.3 
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is 



A. l iirJoF' 
Mr, Cl** U . 

Mr. Glavta 
Mr, Ladd 

Mr. NiohoU . 

Mr. Rom. 

Mr. Tr *<7 .— 

Mr. B**n.. 

Mr. Gin» 


M -flr. Hai*o * 

rf * Mr. Mohr 
t Mr. Peonlmi/y 


Mr. Qutnn Timm — 


Mr. N«m 



director , 

METAL FRAGMENTS’ OBSERVED AT’.WES-T .RINDGE, N.H.,JULY SEVEN,FORTYo&VEN, 
SECURITY ’ NATTER-X SECURITY OFFICER, M.I.T., 

CAMBRIDGE,MASS,,ADVISED THAT TODAY HZ WAS IN CONTACT WITH *ONE 
Vat0g//g+OV WEST RINRGE,N.H., A RETIRED OR THE NEW 

ENGLAND TEL. AND . TEL .CO. 


ADVISED THAT AT APPROXIMATEY THREE 
✓ 


AN ON JULY SEVEN LAST SEVERAL^.. PEOPLE SITTING ON A PORCH OBSERVE.) ON T) " 


\'l • LAWN OP 


ROUTE 


(WEST RINDGE,N.H.,L'I T T’-Z CUE 





OF SNORE,WHICH ON INSPECTION DISCLOSED SMALL BURNED. *BE3 SPOTS A ECU 7 0” 
AND ONE HALF INCHES IN DIANA TER ON THE GREEN LAWN. ALSO IN T'XMCNG D r ': 

i * 

GRASS ON BOTH SIDES OF ROAD IN A •CIRCLE APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED FEET* 

IE DIAMETER, SEVERAL LITTLE BLAZES HAD STARTED AND) THE FIRE W23SSS33 

DEPr.WAS CALLED. .FIRES WERE, APPAI^TLY CAUSED BY METALLIC FRAGMENTATION 
» « * 

WHICH WERE .TURNED OVER TOMHIBB OF MIT, BY A 

mamm, 6f the telephone con?any.has advised* 

THAT THEIR GENERAL ffBKffll APPEARANCE ARE SIMILAR,TO THE LINING OF 

V DASH no 'BOMBS, WHICH HE-HAD OBSERVED AT NEW MEXICO®. OBSSmetX SS 

\f 0A- 

PR 0FE5S OhMHBM a M OU^SVg®, Til ALL URC 1ST AT : IT, S TA T: 

sSIliLY THE frfofWb FROM A JifT TURBO PLANE. AT PRES::"*! 



THAT TH'rPARE POSSIif _ _ ... 

TIME |e IS .IJv PROCESS OF ANALYZING TWO O^TI^SR^GeI, THEBE io 7C 

C- * ^ ^ : t y 

SCIENTISTS IN ROUGHLY RECONSTRUCT^ THE METALLIC OBJECT STATE Vi W/J 


K -\•? J1CXIMAXU^Y,,F CUK TZ EN INCHE S IN DIAMETER, THREE '■£ , L 

6 8 Al)(i i S WM'' COPIErDESTROYED ,E, ' // /J& 

- A-END PAGE ONE-^270 NOV 18 19G4 ^ 7^^’ 
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—PA®: .TWO—— 

SIXTEENTHS of an inch thick, and machine tooled, and some fragments , 

INDICATE#' THEY WERE BURNED AMD Will' M I I il I i TO HAVE BEEN’ 

SUBJECTED.TO TERRIFIC HEAT. THESE SCIENTISTS ARE TREATING THIS MATTER 
AS CLASSIFIED INFORMATION. MR . H&MBB WEST RINDGE, N.H. 

IS ALSO ENDEAVORING TO COLLECT?ADDITIONAL FRAGMENTS AND HAS STATED^ 7C 
THAT THE FIRE CHIEF’AT WEST RINDGE HAS ALSO SEVERAL FRAGMENTS IV ]■ IS 
POSSESSION. INDICATED'. THAT THE q^B^^ES IDENCE' IS. SEVEN 

TO EIGHT HUNDRED FEET EAST OF THE RAILROAD TRACKS. Sng| STATED 
HE WILL MAKE THE RESULTS OF M IT RESEARCH AVAILABLE IF SIGNIFICANT. 
OPINIONS OF SCIENTISTS AS SET FORTH ABOVE SUGGEST PQSSBLE MILITARY 
INTEREST. MILITARY'AUTHORITIES AT BOSTON 1 HAVE NOT SEEN NOTIFIED. 
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HOLD 
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Office Me% Qandum • united Otes government 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, NEW HAVES 

^^FTTING SAUCERS" 

EDWIN tt*-BAILEY, JR. 

STAMFORD, COHNECTICUT, INFORMANT 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 


DATE: July 18, 1947 

h I 



For the information of the B ureau t his is to advise that oc July 7, 1947, f _ 

Stamford, Connecticut, appeared at the q /C+ 
Ttamford Resident Agent’s office and furnished the following information t - 


’prefaced his remarks by stating that he is a scientist by 
occupation and is currently employed at the American Cyanamid Research 
Laboratori es on West M ain Street in Stamford, Connecticut, in the Physios 
Division, further indicated that during the war he was employed 

at MIT, Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the Radia tion La boratory which Labora¬ 
tory is connected with the Manhattan Projeot, advised that he is 

thirty years of age and is a graduate of the Univers^y of Arisona, 


i 7^ 


►stated that the topic of "flying saucers" had caused considerable 
comment and concern to tho present day scientists and indicated that he him¬ 
self bad a personal theorj^oncerning the "flying sauoere", Prior to 
advancing hie own theoryremar ked that immedia tely after the conclu¬ 
sion of World.War II, a friend of his, allegedly observed 

the "flying sauoere" from an observatory in Milan and Bologna, Italy, He 
stated that apparently at that time the "flying saucers" had oaused a little 
comment in Italy but tha t after some little publicity they immediately died / S) ** 
out as publio interest, 4flm|^B^stated ^ 1® Quite possible that IQ / 
actually the "flying saucers" oould be radio controlled germ bombs or atom 
bombs whieh are circling -the orbit of the earth and which oould be controlled 
by radio and direoted to land on any designated target at the specifie desire 
of the agency or country operating the boobs. He stated that one of the 
items of interest vhioh he personally has observed is the fact that the 
saucers have been observed in Msxioo City, New Orleans, Philadelphia, New 
York, Boston, Halifax, Newfoundland, Paris, Milan,.Bologna and Yugoslavia 
as well as Albania. By plaoing a string around the globe of the earth it 
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Latter to the DIRECTOR, FBI 
Rei "FLYING SAUCERS" 




, S^aafiB CONNECTICUT, INFORMANT 
f ATOMIC ENERGY ACT 


July 18, 1947 


would noticed that all of the above-mentioned cities form a 
direot orbit or oirole around the earth and irould be more or less 
in line of any path in vfoioh the saucers could be circling* 



^further stated th at he had reoeatly talked with| 
fj one of the owners of Glenbrook, 

Connecticut, and hod been informed that his company is 

making a large powerful telescope to be used in searching the strato- 
■nhflre far atom bombs, 
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MASKS. mks. 

i Jq]C^^ mmlB^ SEATTLE, R EPORTED FLYING DISK HAD LAND-B_ 

AN CUT! KIKE FORTY tUO.PH .l ast NIGHT.. ."-THAT. it WAS bERMING_jVr^ 

'• .IMMEDIATELY; EXTINGUISHE D.;.. SHE ’ALSO’, ADVISED OKI, AND DISH . t -uL SK^-.T 
•DISVANCE : 'FROn THEIR OFF,ICES.' • ' AGENTS 'IMl , *EDIATZL\GJjSFAT CHE2_I.^ 

/.HD RECOVERED DISK TAKEN OKI OFFICES AND EXAMINED LY NAVY ^ ML AND //' 


gt 

* { 

M 


E LEC7H ON ICS'IWMPWmK -'TEXTS , AND. AGENTS. DISK DESC.-;I^iD ..* A-w Jl 1 ^ 


c- TWENTY EIGHT INCH 


■^CIRCULAR'PIECE THREE SIXTEENTH INCH FEY ..'CCD 


I 

fc*T 


>• 0CITED" UP ON TUO SIDES AND HELD 'THI’S. POSITION EY U'lKE ACROSS ITS .CENT-.. 




l*CK NELLY .FAINTED' LIGHT GRAY"pUTSIDE AND .RED INSIDE, ANN 


INSIDE 07 


> 


PRINTED' LETTERS IN WHITE PAINT AS FOLLOWS QUOTE K 


* t rt 


Z 


UNQUOTE. 


GV^A-SC QUOTE' E Y NR- .UNQUOTE, UHICH UOULD- 4TTEAR TO EE RYE PRINTED EACKUAR 
AND A HAMMER AND SICKLE. MOUNTED ON PIECES \0F LAKE LITE IN THE CENTER 


. i>,. 

CF THE INSIDE OF. THE 




<‘-ffERE/TUQ.= RADIO-TUBES, WHICH WERE TIRED UP 

*, ’ - -\-;nv A , • ■ • >• - 

AND ALMS SO MOUNTED ’VJAS'*ABOUT;A QUART .TYRE CYLINDRICAL SHAPED OIL CAN 

i ' 1 ’■ * I 

TO WHICH WAS FITTED* A’SHORT' PIECE'OF RJldSER TUBING RUNNING FROM CAN • 


■ TO ENTRANCE TO A PIECE • OF '-ONE 'INCH ';PffE\\ALGUT FOURTEEN INCHES LONG. 

■ ^Nr;- * 2L 

THE' PIPE EXT2.NDED THROUGH THE DISK-jfrfJD *T THE OUTEk‘END' 0F THTPiPF 




WAS ABOUT - A SIX* INCH. PIECE OF CLOTH SSgUT AND SiljJlK 

$ ■ INTO THEEND OF THE FIFE. THE END^"^7 THIS^CLCVH'^lvERL C'Ja:„xIj~+Jv (j 

I .. •'■ RUiH^Cv^THE C LOT?? WAS 'SATURATED WITH SOME SUBSTANCE ^7 Jj'K 

lr> 8 ATlft'W cc 
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Office Memorandum • united .s'^xes government 


W. 


TO 

/ 


Dirootor, FBI 
SAC, Butte 

subjectJ^FLTIHO DISCS 


DATE: 


I 



of tHe' I daho Daily Statesman. Boise. Idaho, tele¬ 
phonic ally contacted the Butte Offioe and asked if the FBI was checking on 
the flying disos reported to have been seen by many citiiena* He advised / s ?/ 
that so many had reported having seen them that it undoubtedly was not a & f ^ 
°f imagination. He said that these disos had been seen on July 
111 ^inity of Trail Creek near Sun Vallqj Idaho, by reputable 




DBF; 


. , _ writer informed MR that this office was ^t making / 

“■ *nrea«a«awiai ana inquired as to whether he had contaoted Army and HaW & /«-■ 
offioials. He said that he was inquiring of these agencies. • 
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Office A ^Lctk X^ndum * united jQles government 




SUBJECT* 


Director, FBI 

SAC, Los Angeles 

ERY OF "FLYING DISC", 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA, 
JULY 9, 1947 


DATE; July 17, 1947 
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On the evening of July 9, 1947, a report was received at the Los 
Angeles Office that a so-called "flying disc" had landed in the vicinity of 
Radford and Magnolia Streets in North Hollywood, California, the contraption 
being briefly described as approximately 30 inches in diameter, all metal, 
disc shaped, and having a radio antenna# It was reported to have burst into 
flames upon landing# At the tin® of the report the disc was being held at 
the Valley Fire Department in Van Nuys, California. 


to the fire department immediately at 
which time it was found that a number of people had gathered including news¬ 
paper reporters and photographers who w ere taking pictures of the disc. 
Battalion Fire Chief 4mVHM^^|H^^* a dv r ised Agent that at approximately 
10:30 P.M., an unknown woman called on the telephone and excitedly reported 
that the disc had dropped into her garden where it began to flame, her 
residence being located at 11858 Magnolia Boulevard, North Hollywood. A 
fire department truck was sent there and put out the flaming object w ith the 
fire hose, after which the object was taken to the fire station. SA 
thereafter.arranged to transport the disc to the office. 

The device is briefly described as consisting of two convex steel 
discs approximately 2 feet in diameter, fused together at the outer edge 
and fastened together in the center by a hollow cylindrical connection. A 
vertical galvanized iron fin was screwed to the top of the disc, and a short 
length of pipe closed at one end ran from the outer circumference into the 
interior of the contraption. What appeared to be a radio tube was installed 
in the center of the top side. The contraption had a total weight of 
approximately 20 pounds. 

At the Bureau Office a series of photographs were taken of the 
device from various positions, and a set of these photographs are being- 
forwarded herewith for the Bureau's Inspection and information* 

■» 

The "flying disc" was N thereafter turned over to Major 
_ A.C., G-2, Fort ^CacAj>thur, San Pedro, California, who subsequent¬ 

ly reported that the opject w^a definitely a hoax and under no circumstances 
could have flown under its Ioifo power. 
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Dlreotqfr^fl July 17, 1947 t 

Re: f RECOVERY OF "FLYING DISC", 

* NORTH HOLLY7JOOD, CALIFORNIA, 

JUIT 9. 1947 



On 


the following day, July 10, 1947, one__ 

_ North Hollywood, reported that on this morning he was at 

the North Hollywood Service Station eating at which time there was 
considerable talk about the flying disc having been found in the vicinity. 

A number of what appeared to be young high school students were present . 
and were havi ng quit e a laugh about the excitement caused by the finding L 
of the disc, ^■■^tated that he received a definite impression that fcJ J'- / 
these young students either had themselves or knew of some one who had been 
working for the past two weeks making this "flying disc". ^H^^ was 
unable to furnish the names of any of these young men but identified one 
of them who was making the statements as being employed in a Chevron 
Service Station at the corner of Victory Boulevard and Whitsett Street. 

He described the youngster as about sixteen years of age. 


The >above information was also furnished to the G—2 Office at 
San Pedro, California. 
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•45 AM this date, SAC Hood telephonically Oontacted the 
Bureau and advised at approximately 11s30 PM, July 9, 1947, the office' 
in Los Angeles had received information from the Resident Agent at Bur] 
California, that a "flying disc" had landed in or near Burbank and ha ; 
seen to burst into flame when it landed. Further, that it bad been the 
of a fire in some woods, this fire either in Burbank or possibly in the cit; 
limits of Los Angeles, which Mr. Hood could not be certain. The fire chief 
at Burbank had called the resident agent at Burbank and told him he vould 
hold the disc for him. 

Coincident with the information received from Burbank, the Los Angeles 
Office received calls from the newspapers requesting information. The newspapers 
stating they had called the Army Air Force Intelligence who had stated "we are 
not interested". According to Mr, Hood, this comment had aroused the newspapers 
and they stated they intended to publish this quotation and belabor same in their 
firStissues, Mr, Hood stated that he had refrained from making any statement 
to the press other than to admit possession of an object and that it was being 
turned over to military authorities in the morning (this AM), it being Mr. Hood's 
opinion that, he did not want any quotes in the press and certainly not one to the 
effect that we were not interested. 
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As described to him, Mr, Hood stated that the object was an aluminum ... 
disc about 2' in diameter weighing about ten pounds, painted with aluminum paint; 

Anrf hutrirtcr «r\m<a f!Arf. of* o rflH-i r\ f.TiKo An 4-ho ranf or of + ho rH T'M o r% K4a>*+. wbe 
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in possession of the resident agent at Burbank and would be turned over to 
militaiy authorities (G-2) in Los Angeles this morning, ( 

RECORDED ~ X.' ? V’ " ~ 

Mr, Hood's purpose in calling was to place the Bureau on notice regarding 
, the above described object and any further information would be transmitted to the 
Bureau at once, 

Actloru None indicated. 
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-xjbjd ■. ' : I «i*h to ackncwlodge receipt or your letter postnarked July 7, 191*7, 
impair ,n» information contained therein two been carefully reviewed end 1« being made 
* h r m matter of perranent record in the fllee of this Bureau, your interest in 
writing u you did Is lndeod appreciated. 


In the future should you have information wVch you fori night be of 
Interest to this Bureau you isl^ht find it convenient to contact the : pedal Agent 
in Charge of our Chicago Office, which is located at 1900 Bonkers* Building. 
CMoago 3, Illinois, 


Sincerely yours. 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


oo - Chicago (ffiti'djicoining, There is no identifiable information in the Bureau's 
files concerning the writer of this letter. Despite tho fact that 
this letter refers to "flying discs", it ia not believed that the 
information furnished la sufficiently important to refer to Army 
authorities,) 
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}.!r. J. Edgar Hoover 
’.iash. D.C. 
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Doesn't it seen: wi sest for you to forbid papers - (No not forbid - but ask 
the co-operation' of all papers) to keep all news oi*Those discs out of the nows 
untHLyou are sur e just what they are & where fran. 


$ Seems to us with all the enenies we have, even within our borders , 
it could be something far more important than may seem at first. I had 2 sons 
in thi s war another who over-did for his America - & we do want it really 
r.rotected fmm danger from now on. Enough are dead f- maimed - with-out losing out 
now as iT easily could be. Y/hy have the papers carried that story if reporters 
were made to see how much more sensible not to report - it except to the F.B.I. 

There is too much of danger ahead anyway — 

Hastily 
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